Advent is a time of waiting: we wait for the Lord to come and for his promises to be fulfilled. And how many times we prayed to Him! How many wishes we have! God puts out a challenge, because we don’t know when and how He will fulfill his promises. How shall we respond to our dissatisfaction? In his letter Saint James tells us: „do not complain“. When we go through crisis, we spend most of the time complaining: „we can’t go on like this“ , „it’s not my fault if others do something wrong!“, „once it was better“, „and God, where is he?“ – we usually say. We just can’t help complaining. Today God asks us to wait joyfully: „The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and bloom.“, wrote Isaiah like in a poem.

It’s quite hard to live in joy, right when we are in trouble. Where can we find the strength to get  over it? Isaiah tells us: „Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes to save you“. We understand, that our faith sustains us. Saint James goes on: „Take as an example of hardship and patience, the prophets“. We can look forward if following their example: they held on and eventually won. The Gospel also tells us to be close to the needy: the blind, the lame, lepers, the deaf and the poor“ – Jesus set himself as an example of solidarity.
And what about today? We can see how human solidarity has been growing  all over the world: millions of volunteers spend their money and time to comfort and help the needy. It’s something new and worthy! Christians, who are sustained by their faith, should live in joy, should let solidarity grow in their souls and spread it all around, because it comes from our efforts. Let’s keep on waiting hopefully, because one day our efforts will be paid off. May today’s holy mass help us remember these words: “The Lord be with you”, “Lift up your hearts”, “Thanks be to God”.
