“The good shepherd knows his sheep and calls them by name”

Today’s Gospel shows Jesus as the good shepherd of men. We are his sheep and he does not want to lose his fortune, like a good businessman. We are important to him. 
We read in the Gospel that Jesus calls each of us by name. What does that mean? Why does he call us?

First of all, because he knows and loves us all, he calls us by name like friends do. Man was not created by chance, like a stone lying on the ground.
We believe that Jesus is God’s face: throughout human history we can find out how and why God called men by name.
God calls Cain by name, shaking his conscience: what have you done? Can you realize you killed a man? In the same way, nowadays  Jesus reminds us the basic rules for living together.

God calls Abraham by name, promising him what he always wished: descendants and a land. From then on God and Abraham trusted each other and the man spent his life following that promise.
God called Moses from the burning bush, asking him to lead his people to freedom and unity. After have seen them suffering, Moses realizes he has a social mission.
Another example: when the Angel Gabriel visited Mary, he told her: “Do not fear, Mary...You shall conceive and bear a son”. So Mary understands that God has great plans for her and eventually decides to accept the task. Mary said yes to God, although her life will be different, out of her expectations and will lead her to the cross.
The Lord calls us by name, wants us to walk along with him every day, to plan our life with him.
