Last Sunday we watched on television Pope Benedict in Barcelona consecrating Guadì’s masterpiece Sagrada Familia as basilica. The Pope gave his speech by the Nativity Façade, which Gaudì decorated with the three main Christian virtues: faith, hope and charity. The scene of charity is pretty discouraging: that’s because it was meant to reflect the social background. Guadì carved the biblical episode “Massacre of the Innocents” by King Herod because at the time the child death rate was very high. Then he carved the flight into Egypt, because the Sagrada Familia was built in an immigrants’ quarter. Those scenese do not lead us into hope and optimism, rather into pain, difficulty and persecution. And so, why did Gaudì realize such raw realistic scenes? Because he wanted to show us that God never left his Son but rather saved him after his mission on Earth. The famous architect wanted to breathe hope that God will do the same for us.

Today we are told that our faith helps us to live in hope. Even though we have to face and deal with difficult situations in our life, God is realizing his own salvation plan, which will be fulfilled only at the End Time.

That is just what today’s Gospel tells us. The Lord will eventually come to save us, to dispense justice and to give each one their rewards. Anyway, we must be realistic: before his coming, we will have to bear several difficulties.

God asks us to keep hoping for his love despite all problems: may our obstacles become a challenge and may we solve them with strength, let’s keep on doing good, doing our duty, at work, in the family, in the society and in the Church.

Let’s look ahead singing and hoping that God will come. Let us walk along and pray.

