I’d like to comment  today’s Gospel by telling you the story of a couple of fiancés, who are going to get married. Priests usually suggest going on spiritual retreat, a few days before the marriage. If the couple accept, they usually choose a fascinating place: it helps to pray and to make a break from the wedding preparations. It also helps to approach God without rushing. I remember with great pleasure and admiration when I went on retreat with a couple of foreigners, who emigrated to Italy and were about to get married. On that day, we were saying the rosary, asking Our Lady to intercede for them: for their love, for their relatives, for their job, and for their coming children. Unexpectedly the groom interrupted the rosary and asked whether he could say a prayer. Both the bride and I were astonished and couldn’t understand what else he wanted to ask. That guy said with tears in his eyes: “I would like to thank God, for what He did for us throughout these years. We came here from faraway countries, in troubles, and found a lot of kind people giving us a warm welcome. Then we found a job, we met each other and now we are going to get married. I would like to thank God.”. Even though I’ve been celebrating marriages for several years, I’ve never heard such a prayer: a man, able to reinterpret his own story in the light of the Providence and able to say thanks, besides asking. We kept saying the rosary fervently, touched by the prayer and sure that God never leaves us. We can really look to the future with confidence. This story helps us to understand today’s Gospel, in which ten lepers ask God to heal their terrible disease. Once they have been healed, they can come back to the society as integrated, dignified men and women. However, one of these people does even something more: he recalls what he was and what happened to him. He eventually realizes that everything changed after he met Jesus. So he feels duty to thank for the benefit God’s Providence in Christ gave him. He comes back to Jesus and blesses God for working wonders. Therefore, God gives this man something more than social integration: eternal salvation. It would be nice, if we told each other some of the wonders God worked in our lives. When we are at home, with friends, in our church, let’s try to tell each other some of the wonders God worked in us, let’s try to praise and thank Him for His goodness. We should never forget our past life. Let’s praise the Lord of Providence, who never leaves us alone.

