Today we celebrate the first day of Advent.

In order to understand today’s readings, we shall focus on three sentences.

First, “the Son of Man will come”. Jesus has already come, since he was born 2000 years ago, but he has to come back among us. This announcement invites us not to think at Christ by looking at the past, only as an historical commemoration, linked to the past. We need to look forward, because he is coming. Jesus, who is the saviour of the mankind, comes to realize a Reign of peace, justice and love. His coming pushes us to reflect about the future rather than about the past. 

Let’s ask ourselves: how can we realize today this Reign of Peace, justice and love?  What does the word of the Lord tell me today? Furthermore ‘Which projects of life shall we draw for our society?. 

The second sentence we want to consider today is:  ‘Stay awake’. The most urgent commitment for us today is to stay awake, that means to pray. This is our commitment as a parish community for this year. However, to pray is not just to repeat some words. It means to remain in the presence of Jesus and learn from him. At the end of this Mass, at the entrance of the Church, you'll find three proposals of prayers for the Advent. Please feel free to take them.

The third sentence is: “You also must be prepared”. This is the last warning we receive today. It is an invitation to get ready for the departure. What does it mean for our prayer? It means to take care of the desire. Through the prayer, we can inspire in our heart the desire of good things, even if these have not been accomplished yet. The prayer can do this: to support our commitment through the waiting, to make the preparations, to inspire the desire for the coming of the Reign of peace, justice and love that Christ will realize.

As revealed by of the Virgin Mary on different occasions through the last centuries, we have to: “Pray, pray, pray”.

